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One’s	first	duty	is	adoration,	and	one’s	second	duty	is	awe	and	only	one’s	third	duty	
is	service.	And	that	for	those	three	things	and	nothing	else,	addressed	to	God	and	no	
one	else,	you	and	I	and	all	other	countless	human	creatures	evolved	upon	the	
surface	of	this	planet	were	created.	We	observe	then	that	two	of	the	three	things	for	
which	our	souls	were	made	are	matters	of	attitude,	of	relation:	adoration	and	awe.	
Unless	these	two	are	right,	the	last	of	the	triad,	service,	won’t	be	right.	Unless	the	
whole	of	your...life	is	a	movement	of	praise	and	adoration,	unless	it	is	instinct	with	
awe,	the	work	which	the	life	produces	won’t	be	much	good.		
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The	story	of	Mary	and	Martha	is	all	too	frequently	twisted	by	preachers	to	avoid	
making	us	uncomfortable.	They	offer	the	ways	of	Mary	and	Martha	as	equally	valid	
paths.	But	that’s	not	the	story.	Our	Lord	gives	us	a	challenge	—	“Mary	has	chosen	
the	better	part.”	To	receive	the	challenge,	and	the	grace	that	accompanies	it,	is	to	
enter	into	our	own	life	in	a	new	way.	We	come	to	see	and	understand	that	the	
Eucharist	is	not	only	about	us	being	fed	so	we	might	feed	others;	Eucharist	is	an	end	
in	itself.	Just	being	with	one	another	and	God	in	communion	is	the	
purpose	and	completion	of	life.	We	come	to	understand	that	sitting	on	a	porch	
drinking	fine	Scotch	or	cheap	beer	is	not	just	a	break	from	the	struggles	of	life,	but	is	
a	taste	of	eternity.		
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