The Parish Church: three images

Parish as cult

The
apostolic -
are the

members

Everyone else -
not members

Tends toward: arcane elite; self-
deception and illusion. Henri Nouwen
wrote: Confrontation without
receptivity leads to an oppressive
aggression which hurts everybody.

Parish as a mixed body

Those sort of connected

Regular participants
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Parish as multitude

Everyone
the same

Tends toward: conformity and conventional
religion; little spiritual growth, self-
deception and illusion. Henri Nouwen wrote:
Receptivity without confrontation leads to
a bland neutrality that serves nobody.

An Anglican pastoral theology

= The church is for all. There is a place for
our Anglican humanism.

= The fully apostolic life is lived by few in
each parish. There is a place for our
Anglican stress on holiness.

= The practice of our faith involves
discipline, and growth; both acceptance
as we are and an invitation/challenge to
mature and grow. There is both
receptivity and confrontation.

= Qur Lord obviously cared for the crowd,
the multitude. He also spent most of his
energies in the formation of a small
group of disciples.

= How is a parish to live in such a way that
it is for all while at the same time it
forms us for holiness? Our tradition
suggests an acceptance of the many with
the fuzzy boundaries that accompany
such a stance and an intentional
nurturing of those ready to go deeper.



The Shape of the Parish

Vicarious Faith - Do not attend worship; not usually
members; but may see the parish as “their parish” or be
directly or indirectly influenced by the parish's life.

Apostolic Faith - People with a relatively Connected through geography, family friends.

disciplined, mature, full spiritual life; flexibility
with self and others; an experimental and

exploratory stance; competent and committed
Christians

VICARIOUS FAITH

A

CHRISTMAS & EASTER FAITH

SACRAMENTAL FAITH

APOSTOLIC
FAITH

Sacramental Faith - Relatively regular about
Sunday worship. Possibly beginning to see own
vocation and gifts. Accept “sacramental”
approach to faith - see that outward, visible, R
physical and particular things, people and Progressing .
circumstances are used by God to draw us into E Stable.— productive
deeper relationship with God, self, others, or; staFlc .
. Experimenting

creation.
\ o Immature

Tentative
Christmas & Easter Faith -
Do not accept “sacramental”
faith. Are members of the

church.

The model can be used:
. To assess the health of a parish, and
. In developing a strategy that deepens the parish's spiritual life, while staying open the
various places people are in their faith journey.
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